
Ideas that can change everything March 2018

A simple question about what fibres were used in an 
ancient Coast Salish blanket launched a collaborative 
effort to solve that mystery involving museums in 
different countries and collaborations with First Nations 
from Alaska, British Columbia and Washington State. 
The case ultimately led to UVic’s Advanced Microscopy 

Facility, where advanced microscopic analysis 
confirmed several oral traditions. This story is a perfect 
example of how science and art can validate history.

Presenter: Elaine Humphrey, Advanced Microscopy 
Facility Project Manager, Centre for Advanced Materials 
and Related Technology

For more information about events go to:  uvic.ca/ideafest
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